PIANEZZE LINK ROAD (C)

cycle along roads with little traffic and very  steep gradients. The difficulties decline from
few villages. It is a route suitable for very the first to the last, whilst the first and last

fit cyclists. You have to scale four difficult parts are fairly level.

The Pianezze link road is a middle-distance
route measuring 121km, but it's really

tough.
This route also offers some environmental climbs, evenly distributed along the way, If this stretch seems too difficult, you can
points of interest, such as the possibility to which in some places present particularly ~ always avoid the Miliés climb, proceeding
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from Ponte Fener towards the crossroads for
Quero, thus reducing the route to 104 km.
You depart from Ciano del Montello and the
return to the Periplo is not far, at Biadene. If
you are arriving by car, you can find parking
space in the large square in front of the
church. The average duration of this ride is
around 3h 30'-4h.

On much of this stretch, precisely from
Ciano del Montello to Pederobba, is the
Gran Fondo Pinarello, a ‘classic’ of its kind
and part of the national 'Prestige’ calendar.
The race begins and ends inside the 16th-
century city walls of Treviso, in front of the
historic headquarters of the homonymous
bike company. Each year sees around four
thousand cyclists from all over Europe
taking part.

Participating in this race are old glories and
current cycling champions, such as the king
of the Tour de France Miguel Indurain.

THE ROUTE

The route begins at Ciano del Montello, at
138m above sea level. Going via Crocetta
del Montello, in the locality of Vidor, it is
here that you cross the Piave River, known
to Italians as the Fatherland's Sacred River,
site of cruel and legendary battles during
the First World War. From Vidor you head
towards Col San Martino, where you cycle
through the famous Prosecco vineyards.

The area is famous for the annual 'Exhibition
of Prosecco DOC' and is the starting and
finishing point of the Piva Cup (for further
information, see the Molinetto della Croda
route). This first stretch of almost 14km is
almost flat and therefore perfect for a warm
up that you can get maintaining a rhythm of
ninety-a hundred rpm.

You then start climbing towards the first
peak of the day, but the climb is divided into
two sections.




First of all, you have to face the Guia

climb. It measures 4.2km and presents an
average gradient of 4.2%. At first the road
ascends gently, but the last stretch has
tough gradients. You are advised to climb
using low gears (39x19-21) here to 'save
your legs', in view of the second part of the
climb, which is much harder.

On reaching the summit, turn right and take
Strada Stradale no. 36 towards Combai.
The road continues to climb for a while
before reaching a stretch of apparently

flat ground that allows the cyclist to take

a breather and have some nourishment.
However, after just 700m, at 411m above
sea level, you turn left and the Madean
climb begins right away, which in just 11.3
km and 26 hairpin bends takes you to a
height of 1,237m above sea level with

an average gradient of almost 7.5%. The
climb is hard from the start, the initial and
central parts having a lot of sections with a
gradient of more than 10%. From the top,
the descent starts easily enough, giving the
rider a chance to enjoy the fantastic view
that takes in the Friulan countryside and the

Venetian lagoon, right up to the Euganean
Hills. This takes you to Pianezze, standing
at 1,077m above sea level. You will find a
drinking fountain in the large square with
refreshing water, plus a monument erected
in remembrance of Silvano Schiavon. He
was a professional cyclist for many years
and wore the pink jersey during the Giro

d'ltalia. Unfortunately, he died tragically

in an accident at work. In the same square
you can also find the finishing point of an
important climb route: the Montebelluna

— Pianezze, whose previous winners include
Emanuele Sella for two consecutive years in
2002 and 2003, Gilberto Simoni in 1992 and
1993, and Mario Beccia in 1976.




There is now a 11.8 km stretch of descent
containing 12 hairpin bends that takes you
to 251m above sea level, passing the town
of Valdobbiadene, famous throughout

the world for its production of Prosecco
and Cartizze wines and for the ‘National
Exhibition of Sparkling Wine' that takes
place annually in September. This is not

a sheer descent and contains numerous
straights. To gain speed you will need to use
high gears: 53x13-12. From Valdobbiadene
you continue to descend towards Fener.
Go straight on to Segusino where, just after
the town centre, you turn right to ascend
towards Miliés.

The climb is 6.4km, with an average
gradient of 7.5%.

The first stretch is the hardest, with the
gradients well over 10% in some places.
You need to use low gears, for example
39x21. Then, from Staramare, you can
climb using a 39x19-18 gear. Once you
have reached the top, where there is a
drinking fountain with fresh water, you
head back to descend the road you have
just climbed as far as Ponte Fener. You
cross the Piave River again, turn right and
go onto the Strada Statale 'Feltrina’. After
a few hundred metres, turn left heading
towards Alano di Piave.

This first stretch is already slightly but
constantly rising, perfect for 'preparing your
legs' for the next hard climb, for which low
gears are advisable, for example 39x16 or
53x19-21.

Leaving Alano di Piave (after filling your
water bottle at the drinking fountain situated
behind the churchyard), the climb begins at
55.5km, at 287m above sea level, and in just
6.5km takes you to 863m above sea level, to
the peak of Monte Tomba.

The average gradient is 9%, but in some
places, at the beginning and middle, the
gradients reach 15%. You will need to use
low gears here: 39x23-25; a very fit cyclist
could get away with using a 39x21 gear.
This is the climb that decides the Gianfranco
Bianchin Cup, one of the most prestigious
amateur international races held in Italy.

It is a straight route, with the starting and
finishing line at Paderno di Ponzano Veneto.
Its prestigious roll call includes competitors
of the calibre of Giuliano Figueras (1997),
Giorgio Furlan (1985) and Giuseppe

Petito (1979, race valid for the Italian
Championship).
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From the top you ride at the same level for
a brief stretch, then at 79.2km you begin to
descend Monfenera, which takes its name
from the oak woods it cuts through. It is

an extremely technical descent and very
sheer, with 11 hairpin bends.

After a mere 6.8km you reach Pederobba,
avillage standing at 215m above sea level.
The session continues with a stretch on
undulating ground that, crossing through
Cavaso del Tomba, Castelcucco and
Monfumo, leads you to the final attack of
the last climb of the day, Forcella Mostacin.
The climb takes you up 228 metres over
3km. The toughest stretch is the initial

one, lasting until about halfway up, where
the gradients reach between 10-and12%.
Every year in August the G.P. Sportivi di
Poggiana rides on this hill, a devastating
race reserved for amateurs, which
includes previous winners such as Yaroslav
Popoviych (2000), Andrea Ferrigato
(1990), Giorgio Furlan (1987), Maurizio
Fondriest (1986), and Gianni Giacomini
(1979). After a further 3 kilometres, you
reach the foot of the descent in Maser,

where you can find the 16th-century
Villa Barbaro, one of Andrea Palladio’s
masterpieces. From here, it's just a little
more than 10km until you return to the
Montello Cycling Loop.

The road is mainly in descent, with just a
little uphill spurt at Mercato Vecchio, which
stands above the city of Montebelluna,
but the difference in height is only 65
metres and it is well diluted over almost
3km. The descent leads you to the gates
of Montebelluna, which has on more than
one occasion been the finishing post for
stages of the Giro d'ltalia.

Thus you arrive at Biadene, where you
head back onto the Periplo del Montello.
From here, to reach Ciano del Montello,
the village you started off from, you can
take a short route of about 4.5km across
Link XX.

If you want to continue your session on
Montello, all you have to do is choose the
route that best suits your needs.
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